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Senator Fairbanks 
Addresses the 


Senate on the Important Subject. 


OUR 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
POWERS. 


prin- 
very 
One 


Indiana's Senior Senator Defines the Ad* 
ministration's Views cl the Policy to Be 
Adopted Toward the Government of the 
Island Until Such Time as It Is on a 
Self-Supporting Basis. 


lion. Charles W. Fairbanks, senior 
senator 
from 
Indiana, delivered 
a 
upeeeli in tlie senate on Saturday in 
MipiHin of the I’orto It lean governm ent 
bili. 
presenting 
1 lie 
adm inistration 
view on the subject, 
lie said: 
Mr. President, there are two 
eipal questions which lie at the 


foundation of the pending bill, 
is a question of eougressioual pow er 


and the other u question of national 
I ad icy. 
T he tlrst has been som ew hat 
exhaustively 
discussed, 
particularly 
during the Imst few weeks, in both th e 
senate ami 
(lie house. 
In fact, it 
has In-eii discussed more or less since 
the Louisiana purchase alm ost u cen­ 
tury ugo. 
It is impossible to recall 
a p re ce d en t or au thority which lias not 
Ih**u invokes! in support of oue or tho 
o ther contention, and w ith which the 
country ami tin* senate have uot a l­ 
ready become entirely familiar. 
The 


fact is that so m uch attention has been 


SENATOR FA I It HA NKS. 


devoted to the constitutional question 
by the able «*\i>ound<»ra of the nmstl- 
t»ition that scant 
<*ousi«l< ration lias 
lieen given to the question of policy; 
that the urgetmj *>t tlx* situation as 
resjHH’t* relief for l*< ;to Ricans lias 
b«**n largely overlooked, 


I shall not detain the senate by the 
citation of a nth -citi s which have b ien 


ho frequently presented that its pa 
tiene»* is almost overtaxed, but shall 
content mi self with some generaliza 
lions with respect to the power of con 
gross over Porto 
Lieo, which 
a n 


tu he the 


authority 


|».is>esKes 


m anner all 
! ¡e 
KOV- 
n <t ereatisi 


limitation 


based upon what I eoueelv 
»»vervvhHn ing weight 
of 
and sound reason. 


The federal 
government 
in the most entire- h r---i\ .• 
|M>wers which 
per a in 
t . 


ereignty of nations. It vu 
by the fathers w ith any 


upon those iKtwcrs which are iohen-ut 
in the sovereignty o f the nations of 
the world. 


It 
has Ix-en 
lava; iabh 
r«- >gutce 1 
that one of flie attributes 
of 
viv- 
ereignty is the right to a e q u ir and gov­ 
ern territory ns the result of war. and 
I am not disposed to read into the 
jKiwers 
of 
the 
Faired 
States 
an 
abridgem ent of those rights which per­ 
tain to other sovereignties 
1 lie federal governm ent 
possesses 
very broad powers under the constitu­ 
tion which are distinct 1\ 
express«*! 
or necessarily implied. 
Tin* Implied 
pow ers are such as are essential to 
give force and effect to those which 
are expressed and are of equal force 
and virtue with the latter. 
The constitution of the United States 
clearly vests in the federal govern 
m eut the exclusive function of declar­ 
ing w ar and of m aking treaties. 
As 
tin 
indispensable 
incident 
of 
this 
power the government is authorized to 
acquire territory. 
In the language of 
» hief Justice Marshall, territory may 
l>e acquired “either by conquest or 
by treaty. 
The authority to so ae- 
quire teriitorj 
without 
the amplest 
l>ower to govern ami to legislate for 
if would lie contradictory and abor­ 
tive. 
Our rights to govern it does not, 
however, rest upon mere implication, 
although that is quite sufficient, but 
has been distinctly conferred by tlie 
constitution, 
wherein 
it 
is declared 
that 
congress siuiil have power to d is­ 
pose of and make all needful 
and regulations respecting tin* 
tory or other properties Im*1 
the I'nibsl States.” 
MAY ACQUIRE TERRITORY . 
No m atter what doubts have arisen 
from time to time they have 
in favor of the 
territory. 
Such 


stid sharply entertained on th e stile 
¿♦•Cl. 
S u ch diiTeivtiee o f o p in io n »v ¡1 
continue until tho suprem e court shall 
determ ine the question 
Judgment 
will 
be accepted 
by the 
country. Until It shall interpret and 
detine the [lowers of congress under 
the constitution tlie congress siioilld re- 
serve to itself the widest possible lib­ 
erty, the amplest discretion in dealing 
with 
the 
problems 
and 
conditions 
which are now facing us and which 
were not within the contem plation of 
the ii ise fram ers of tin* constitution. 
o u r 
constitution 
for 
which 
the 
American |**»pl«* have a res(n*ct and 
\eueration next only to their resjH'ct 
and veneration for Holy Writ, was 
fram ed for tin* government of a |m*<>- 
ple win> had In them tin* seed of self 
I government which had germ inated ami 
, grown 
for ce n t u r i e s. » people 
wlm 
were fam iliar with the privileges con­ 
ferred and the duties Imposed by the 
constitution, and who knew how to 
exercise and observe them. 
It was 
formed for a p«*ople whose w an ts and 
capacities were distinctly know n and 
understood. 
In its 
essential 
principles, 
in its 
most « xalted piirjsme. 
the 
eottstitu 
tion can lie adapted to m any peoples 
and m any countries who a re without 
preliminary training 
or 
experience; 
but as to others It would Ik* illy adapt 
ed, and some modilieatioiis as to de 
tails would Ihkkuih* necessary 
If if 
were to be,A pplied to tle m . 
The 
spirit of that immortal instrum ent may 
go everyu here, but many of Its fixed 
and absolute provisions would r«*st im 
perfectly ujsin muni people- and races 
whose traditions and conditions are 
entirely unlike our on it 
We are charged with tin* rcsponsi 
bility of providing a governm ent for 
new possessions and new people. 
We 
are only partially Informed as to their 
necessities and caimeitles. 
W hile we 
have a sym pathetic Interest In the peo­ 
ple who have come to us and a pro­ 
found desire and purpose to lift them 
into a fii 1 i enjoym ent of tin* priceless 
l ib er tie s which we enjoy, we should 
have the wisdom to knon 
that we 
should proceed with caution and sound 
judgm ent; that we should advance ae 
eordit»-«.as we have light and inform a­ 
tion, 
.w ays looking tow ard granting 
them tlie amplest privilege* consistent 
with their capacities and the w elfare 
of our country. 
Tin* greatest danger, Mr, President, 
in dealing with 
the new 
problem* 
which engage out attention is undue 
haste, iueoiisiderate action. 
T here Is 
no mind so gift«*l as to In* able to 
see tin* end of the heginlng. 
W e must 
obtain the best lights pos- ible ami fol­ 
io in them ill the settlement of the q u e s­ 
tions In fore us. actuated 
alw ay s 
by 
tin* exalted purpose to deal Justly and 
liberally with those who, through one 
of the great revolutions in history 
may I not say evolutions are com m it­ 
ted to our care. ('«»tigress can not in­ 
stantly create a form of governm ent 
for the island which shall meet the re­ 
quirem ents ami satisfy fully th e de­ 
m ands of tlie people. Time is required 
to form ulate a scliernc and put It In 
full operation, 
They are n<d without 
present Insular government. 
True, it 
Is a military government, but it lias 
so rapidly adapted Itself to til«» need* 
of tlie people tliaf there fs more **f 
liberty in it. more of republicanism In 
it, than any which they have ev er en­ 
joyed. 
NOT A PARTY Q F F S ! ION, 
A nother danger which now besets us 
is that our course w ith respect to the 
p*s»ple for whom we 
nm*t 
provhie 
governm ent may l»e controlled I.,v pure 
Iv partisan (-on side rat ions 
T h e ques- 
thintis are of such high m om ent that 
they should be settled free from p a r­ 
tisanship. 
flic 
resjsmslblllty o f ad* 
m inistering for the prevent the islands 
eommitfod to our k«*« ping rests upon 
the party In power 
1 r«*gr»»t to so* a 
dirt|M>Hiilon on the p a n of those in op­ 
position. in the hop«» of w inning some 
political advantage to a s s u m e an atti 
tude of antagonism to m easures pro- 
I*>s«*d for the w elfare of the jMsiph* 
of the islands. 
We should not Ik* mis 
led by their hysterical assault upon 
poli. iev which they oppose. 


In order to protect the P o rto Rican 
; coffee interests 
atmlnsi 
the 
cheap 
Brazilian coff««* a duty will be* necea* 
, sat y, solely in the interest of Porto 
Rico. 
3 he pending bill fixes the rate 
at 5 cents per pound. 
; 
S ugar 1« next in Importane«* to the 
coffe«* crop. 
The average product Ions 
has Im*oii alMiut (JO,000 tons per a n ­ 
num, but this year the yield for ex­ 
port ts «»stimatisi at about 45.000 tons. 
T he IMngley duty upon this product 
this y ear would average nlsitif $30 jM*r 
ton, ami. according to tin* w ays ami 
nimios (•('iiiiiJiicc, If would ag gregate 
n!w>uf .51 ,35« i.t it Ml. 
Tin* proposed d u ty 
<»f 1 r* p«*r «■«*nt. «if tin* D in g h y rates 
would reduce this to $4.ño per ton, 
so as to yield r«*r the ad m in istration 
of the Island ,*i sum of $202.500. a sa v ­ 
ing to tin* ow ners of sugar, on tin* 
basis of the D inghy rates, of $1,147,* 
500 
T here w as eonsum<*d by its Inst 
y«*nr some 2.o#o.00o tons of sugar, 
of which only about ooo.ooo tons were 
produced 
In 
th«* I'nit«*«! 
States. 
If 
is obvious that th«* 45,(Km tons of su g a r 
Importe«! from Porto liieo this 
y«*nr 
will liavo no apfireelabl«* effei-t ujion 
tin* price or our domestic product, nor 
will the island, if cultivated to Its 
full capacity, yield sugar miffieieut to 
concern our domestic producer*. 
T he tobacco crop is estimât«»/) at 
IjNMi.oon pounds per annum , and un ­ 
der the existing rates will pay a d u ty 
of 55 c«*nts |M*r pound, or $1.100,0(H). 
Oil a basis of 15 |H*r cent, of tin* 
present rat»**, or 5h. emit* per pound, 
flu* duty will yield 
$210.000. 
T he 
am ount ««f tobacco which would Ik* Im 
[)*i|*te«i ffilltl Porto Iiico if til«* entire 
i crop were sent here would have no 
perceptIble 
Impression upon the to- 
bn««*o Interests o f th«* Unit**«l Stat«*s, 
which am ount to about 
!5o,0u0,0oo 
pound* per annum . 
Ily reducing the duties now in force 
under th«* Dlngley law to 15 per cent., 
It will be s«*en from what has pr<*- 
«•e<l«»«l th a t tln*r«* will b<* derived from 
tin* «luty on toba«*co and sugar th«» sum 
«*f $412,500, while under tin* rates (lx«*«J 
by the D in g h y law tin* total would 
Is* $2.547,500 a total 
reduction for 
flu* lM*u«*tlf of tho*»* lnter«*sted in Porto 
Rico su gar and tobacco of $2.135,000. 
Aside fr«*m « off«*«*, sugar and toba« « «», 
tin* island protittcea entile ami troph al 
fm lts. 
* 
f 
’I'ln* total Imports Into the U nited 
Htat»** during tin* calendar y ea r 1809 
am ounted 
to 
$3.410,081. 
Of 
tills 
am ount tliere w as adm itted free of 
duty $208,727. leaving tin* !«»tal ilufi- 
nble im ports $3,147,054. 
E stim ated 
«iutles um ler tin* rates «<f the present 
tariff $2,051,517.52* 
These <luti«*s will 
continue untler existing law until re ­ 
tine«»«! or rep«*ah»d by act of congress. 
By a reduction of 15 per cent., ac»*ord- 
linr to flu* pres«oif nie.ivor»' 
tb*» **s- 
tim ated duty on the 
basiti 
of 
last 
y ear’s eommere«» will only be S.'E»7,- 
750.10 
Tin* tt»till value of tin* «>xp««r!s for 
the year ending December 31. 1899. 
w as $,3 *00.350. 
i 'pon the basis of «ex­ 
isting rates th e duty thereon would 
have Iks'H .yi,2¡o. loi lift, 
itm bj order 
of the 
prt*sid«*lit, br«*adsttiffs, 
p ro ­ 
visions : : i h I smile other a rth ie s u«*ees- 
sury f«»r th** poor were placetl on the 
free list. 


the 


rules 
terri- 
mglng to 


resolved 
government to acquire 
was the ease when 
we acquired Isooisintm in isn.3, Florida exjK»rts and imports 
’ 1 ex:iH iu l s 't"’* California in 
« *it! the mother eoi 
lft4ft, the Gadsden purchase in 1853, 
Alaska in 1807 and Hawaii in lft'tft-- 
atajulsitlons 
w idth 
are 
now 
ti.e 
strength, the prhh' and glory of the 
repuidic. 
IIow richly h;iv I «ecu vindi­ 
cated the wisdom of the statesmen 
w ho invoked tlie pow«*fs of govern 


tnent to extend the national sovereign­ 
ty by the acquisition of territory, w ith­ 
out which we would be unable today 
to successfully 
challenge leadership 
am ong the nations o f the earth. 
W hether the 
constitution 
extends 
autom atically to a territory acquired 
has lieen a much de tutted question. 
1 Mvergent views have been and are 


I am not concerned lest tin* congress 
of the I nited states. <-r«*«t« «1 by the 
people 
and 
d irec tly ’ responsible to 
them , shall not decide th«* questions 
before us wisely* 
I have no fear, sir. 
th at it will not now, and in tin* future, 
patriotically carry into all its law s and 
tu ts tin* spirit of tin* constitution, ami 
that It will not carry that great c h ar 
t«*r into tin* m»w territory as s«s»n as 
tin* people (herein are tltt«*«! for Its 
enjoym ent, ami that it will not h<* <»b- 
s«*rvant of the rights and lilmrties of 
those, even to tin* humblest, xvho are 
Committed to us bv a treaty of peace 
nt tlie elnso of a trium phant war. 
W e are now im mediately concerned 
w ith tin* adm inistration of Port«» Rico, 
It lias b«»en under Spanish rule for 
some .too years. 
'I'ln* population is. 
n«*c«>rding fo tin* h«*st statistics obtain 
able, nlsmt 050.000 fK*ople„ 
Tliert* is 
mu«-)» xv«»alth and iiit«1lligt»u<,«> am ong 
certain classes «*f p«*op|c, but the great 
m ass are pimr and ignorant, 
Fully 85 
per cent are unable to either rea»l or 
wt It«». 
i here is only 
<»ne 
modern 
school house in the Island, and that 
h as lH*en built 
within the last 
six 
months. ‘I her«* is a great desire am ong 
the people for 
the 
establishm ent of 
schools. They are anxious for tin* edu 
cation of their children, and by Hu* 
extension of tlu* American school sy* 
feui there is e\«*ry w arrant for the be- 
ll«*f that the p«*»ple will rapidly avail 
them selves of the opportunity of 
fcred for <*lueatioii. rio* eomnu*re«* of 
the island lias li<*rctof«»re b«»«»n cliiellv 
with Fpnin. 
Fully 4o j»er «<*nt of tho 
xvore 1 >c** ween it 
country, but about 
21 per «cut of tin* 
eonuneree was 
with the Unlte«l States. 
Tin* total 
exports and imports of the island have 
axeraged $ 11,000.000 p«>r annum ea«-h 
during tlie ltist tiv«» years, m aking a 
total of $22,1 Mm,(too, and during the 
year 1899 tin* exports of t'i.» Fnit«»d 
Stat.*s wen* $3.147^)54. 
The imports 
lr«im tin* Unite»! States for tin 
year were »3,40! >.305. 
Coff«*«», 
which 
constituted 
als»ut 
seven-tenths per cent of the exports, 
has found a market chiefly in Eun»p«*. 
A slight export duty was imposed upon h,w of lK*lli^erent right, 
now 
main 
coffee by Spain, but this baa 
been tained through tin* executive 
abolished by executive 
order 
since meat, should Is 
▲laerteau o p c u m & m . 
ministration 


sam e 


« orto uieo sue*«* thè treaty of peace 
hns 
!s»en 
under 
miiitary 
control, 
'l’here hns ls*en a generai Improvemetit 
in adm inistnitioti thrmighotit tlu* iv 
latidflh I n«h*r tli.* 
improv**d 
system 
Ih«* tilt tu Iter of jails luis b«*«*n r«‘du<-«**i. 
sp«'«*dy trial hnd b«*en giveti thè aeetised 
and tlu* iitiiiiln*r of persotis aw ajtitut 
tritìi 
ha-* <b*«-r«*n «*«1 
nenrlv otto-haIf. 
The 
iiuiuIht <»f Judieial ofll«*ers ha» 
he« ii n dileed ami thè et^t of lolmltlis 
t«*rlng justlee luis b«*«»n dbulnlslie«1 tind 
a large saving Iti money luis b«*« ti 
«*ffe<'t«*d fot* «li«* pe*>p!c, 
The ttisk of 
changing from ti mmuirehlnl t.» ;i re- 
publlean system luis been a ditticult 
and te«lh>us one. 
T he habits of tho 
pcoplc «-¡in not I»«» elitinged In a day. 
it shouid Im» «itti* policy to educate H*e 
Porto Rica uh In pubi le adittiulstnitiou 
li« remi ily tis pevslblt», ami, so far tts 
tlu* lM*st Interest* <»f tlu* servi«*«* will 
w arrant, npitointtng them to iili tlu*lr 
OWIl Public ottieOH. 
I In» 
IN «rio 
Rleaiis bave sbown 
a 
<*«»mtm idabh» willlngm*ss, In fa«*t. a 
«leslr«», to con forni t«> tlu* vlews timi 
methods «»f tlu» authorities 
<«f 
tlu» 
Uniteti Stai«- iu thè IsIam!. 
The re- 
si»«»nsi!»ilty of eltix«*nsh!p was a m*xv 
and nove! i«l«»a t«» them, and lt w as 
plnln to Ih* se«>n tlint tlu*lr «*xjM*etn- 
tioos \\«*re fiat««rnal. 
The.x eonlidentlv 
r**li <1 «»n tl»«* g«»\«*rnm«*nt of tiu* l t.^ted 
States <«* tnk<» e:ir«* <»f them. 
Frotn 
this « «imiiti. n tlu»re must 1»«* nn awnk- 
«»iiing nuli*. t«s», it may lu n e to la» 
and tlu»n al best it will htvonie effect 
ive only gratin «lly ns g«»m*;-ati«»ns pass 
a w*ay. 
l'iu* s«*!«»«*ti«»n «»f lìet». Davis as mili- 
tary gov«*nior luis |>e«*n duly Justilied 
b.v tlu* results. 
II«» li.is « uliste«! tlu* 
c<» «I|»eratloti 
of 
th(» 
porto 
Ricans 
more and more in adm lnistering thè 
affa Ira of tlu* island. 
Il«* nppr(*eiiit<*s 
th<* deslrability of estublishing a Sys­ 
tem of governiuent In w lihh th«* mi- 
tlv«*s shall parth-ipate In thè fullest 
posslble measnre. 
H<* 
n«.t bt*«*u 
« miiitary nuto«*rat. bui nt all tim es a 
xvise and eous«»rvafIv«» executive., Tho 
reports of thè goveruor generai ns («* 


thè eonditions and n«*«»d» <«f thè islam! 
litiv«* beeti ampie, although tlu» r«*port 
«s ’ » thè r«*sults of 
thè 
hurrieane 
nutde on tiu* 5tli of hist 8«*ptemiH*r 
w.ts found b,v liis subs«*qm*nt and mòre 
cnrefui inv«»stigation to 
Ih» 
incoili- 
p! »te. 
rii«» «letieieiieies of t^ il l'eport 
were suppletnented by his report to thè 
secreta ry of w ar on tlu» I5th of De 
«e m ber, a fte r tlu» pr«*sl J«*ut's a minai 
niessagc to eongress. 
In bis la tte r r«>- 
p«»rt lu* show s that tlu* results of thè 
lttirri«*iim* wero more »l«»structlvc tban 
la* hnd a i tirst believ«*d. 
T H E P R E S I DE V r g MESSAGE. 
I In» 
presideut 
lms 
d«*sir«*d 
that 
thè 
l*«»rto 
Ricans 
shouid 
l>e 
glv* 
<*n 
tlu* 
amplest 
ìHissible 
m«*as- 
ure 
of 
locai 
self 
guvernnmnt. 
In 
his annuiti m essage of IR»e. 5, 1,800. he 
hrought thè '-ul»j<vt cani« stly and dis 
tinetly to thè attentlon of eongress. 
••It is deairable.” he salii, “th a t th«* 
governiuent of tlu* island unil«»r tlu* 


«lepa rt- 
supere*>d(Hl by an a«] 
entireiv civil in its nature. 


j-or 
present 
purposes i recom m cnn 
th a t congress pnsv 
]nw f,„- th e or 
ganizat ion of n tem porary govern in *n{, 
which shall provide f«.r tlu* ai»p«»lnt- 
mont, by the pr«*»ld*-nt »ubi«M*t to eeii- 
tirmarton by Hie senat«», o f a gov»*m«ir 
find kih'Ii o th er oftic«*rs as flu* g«*tier!il 
adm lnlstrntiou o f tlu* island m ay re- 
quire, and that for h*glslative p u q i ises 
upon subjects «,f ii | (..j| n atu re nut 
p artak in g <»f a 
federal c h a racter 
i 
i«*glslative eoum il. <■ imposed partly of 
Porto Ricans and partly of citizen - « f 
t!se ’ 11it♦*!i S tale ,, shuii 1-e riotu'n it«*d 
and apisiinted |»v Hu* p.%*sldeui, su b ­ 
ject to «‘oiitiruuition of 
the 
sennf«*, 
their «lets to be subject to ffu* approval 
ol tlu* congress or th«* president prior 
to going im«» effect. In tlu* mtttih-ip til 
ties and o th er local stibtlivisions I rt»c- 
otiitncjid lh a t the prlm*iple of local 
f elf governinent be applied ;it one«», so 
its to enable til«» intelligent citizens of 
th«* Island to participate in th«*ir ow u 
governm ent am i to learn by practical 
exp«*rh*nee t la* duties ami ivqulivm ents 
of a self contain«*«] and st*lf g«»v«‘rii- 
ing p<*<»ph». 
1 have not tiiouglit it w is«* 
to commit the entire governm ent of 
tin* island to otticcra s«*hs*te«l by the 
people, bi*«*ails«> I dollllt w lu'thef ill 
l.aldts, 
training ami e\pet*h*n«-<* 
they 
i are such as to tit them to «*x«'r<*iMe at 
«me«* so large n «legree of self gov«*rn 
m eut; but it 
fs 
my 
Jmigtru*nt 
ami 
»*xp«»«*tatIon that they will soon a rriv e 
nt an a ttain m e n t of evp«*rieiti*«* and 
wisdom and sell control that will ju s ti­ 
fy conferring upon them a much larger 
participation in tlu* choice of theb* in 
sithir otiieers.” 
A«‘eor«lIng to tlu* Ih's« «*stimntes tints 
fjtr m ade If will r«*<piin* .'f2.»Ktq.«MH> f«»r 
tlu* ordinary «-ivll adm inistration of tlu* 
Island for tin* «-»irrent yettr. 
Tlie com 
tfiltt«*«* thought it wise 
and 
entirely 
just, w ithout g»»ing into any co m p re­ 
hensive taxing 
system, 
that 
some 
nmnsure should be providing for su p ­ 
plying Hi«* island with some portion 
of tlu* revenue so obviously in*<»<l«»d. It 
s«*oim d to it th a t om* method of pro­ 
viding a part of flu* 
revenue 
w as 
through flu» custom s offices. 
It rec- 
omtnemls, t!i«*r»*fore, a rtNluetion In the 
existing tariff d uties of 85 p«*r cent, 
leaving in «»{»«»ration a d uty of 15 p«*r 
<***nt. 
T he am o un t to I»«* collect»*! tit 
this nite is to I»«* turiusl over to th e 
Port# Rican ttv a su ry f<»>* tin* supp«»rt 
of the Insular goxmruuicnt. 
Every d«»l- 
lar Is to I»«* faith fu lly dedicated to the 
hemdif of Porto Rle«>; pot »» cent is to 
be retained am i qs«sl f«»r th e Item »tit 
«>f th e l'tiit<*d States. 
T heir comm«*rce 
is not restrict»*I in any wist* f«»r <uit 
b«‘m*tir, l»ut it is to ali intents and ptir- 
Iloses absolutely unrestricted s«» far ns 
we arc concerned, th e suiaii duties i»e- 
Ing impost»«! for the purpose «»f ra is­ 
ing needed revenu«» for the t»«»neflt of 
tin* peoph* «»f tlu* island. 
On the basis 
of 1;ivt y car’s »»onttneree * »••M|u«*tfon o f 
tin* IMngley rates to 15 {»«*r cent would 
yield, .as I lutv«* heretofore observe»!, 
a total sum «>f about $!80.27l.ftii, or nn 
average of l«*ss 
Hum 50 cents 
per 
capita of the people of Porto Rico. 
And yet there a re thos<> on the oppo- 
site side of the chan dle r who challenge 
tlie Imposition as if it were conceived 
in ttti ungenerous spirit mid for an im 
holy purpose, 
I lie iHKs'sslty for providing revenue 
f«»r th e support of th e island was m ore 
maiio* st th e o««»i<- fam iliar w«* b»**atiie 
with tin* u c tin l conditions prevailing, 
and with what w as needed to reh ab ­ 
ilitate it, 
I pon a closer an d m ore 
minute inquiry it s»»emed impossibh», 
or, iit l«*;tst, inadvisable» to attem p t 
t«> raise the cut in* am o un t required 
I«» support tlu* in su lar adm inistration 
by a dire-1 tax upon tlu* people. 
Tho 
president recom m ended 
unrestricted 
free trad«», h a v in g It, of course, to 
congress, whose d u ty it Is under tlu* 
Constitution, to provide revenue for 
the support of th e adm inistration of 
the Island. 
It w as deemisl just and 
equitable by the commit)«** charged 
witii tlu* responsibility in flu* prem ises 
to retain a slight «luty upon im ports 
¡Hid exports until a tem porary gov­ 
ernm ent could 
b«* 
established <*<»m- 
peteut to deal locally with th«> subject 
and to hold the en tire revenue eoll«**t- 
ed for tlu* sol«* am i exclusive benefit 
of Porto Rico, 
This conclusion w as not arrived a t 
hastily and without the am plest and 
most deliberate consideration. 
The 
com m ittee were at p articu lar pains to 
ascertain frotn Gen. Davis what reve­ 
nues could bo (letiv«»d for the support 
of th«> local adm inistration, the p u r­ 
pose being to provide revenue for tent 
pornry purposes, if it fairly could be 
done, w ithout «¡tiling too largely upon 
tlu* treasury of th e 
United 
States. 
Shall we fu rth er Increase taxes on 
the articles nam ed, or enter upon an 
enlarged system 
of direct 
taxation, 
pending the form ation of a ! >enl gov­ 
ernm ent? 
An elaborat«* Internal reve­ 
nue system and tlu* requisite m achin­ 
ery for m aking it effective is a work 
requiring time an d intelligent atu»n- 
tion. 
T h a t is a w orn which, more 
properly, slmnld be left to he citiz«qtt 
of the island. 
Ju stic e dem ands th a t 
we confer upon th e Porto Ricans ¡it 
the «‘.‘l I'1 Lest 
mom ent 
possible 
tlu* 
rcq ’.iisitv au th ority to levy such in­ 
ternal t.ixes ¡is th eir necessities may 
require or they m ay s«*«» tit. 
But m ay 
we not, in tlu* m«»antlme, iu nbsolute 
justice to them, w ithout contravening 
our constitutional or moral obligations, 
continue a slight 
tariff 
duty under 
which a {»art of tlu« revenue may bo 
raise«l? 
vt*• 1 if we do it, who can call 
in question tlu* integrity of our p u r­ 
pose. or hold tlu* net to be uti*Ameri­ 
can i*r as w anting in tlu* fundam ental 
elm ents of Justice an d right? 
No one. 
can «ptestion the fact that such an net 
Is found«*! in «spiity. 
HOW 
TO S E l'F R E R EV EN U E. 
I low art* Hu* rev«*ntn»s retpiired for 
th e support Of the insular adm inistni 
tion to Im* obtained? 
Obviously, in 
one of four ways: 
First, by a direct 
appropriation from th e 
treasury of 
the United Slates: s«*»ond, by a loan; 
third, by direct tax atio n Ip the island: 
fourth, by the imposition 
of 
tariff 
unties. 
The first method proposed, namely, 
a direct appropriation by the United 
Staten, Is to be adopted only in th e 
ev«*nt there is no o th er just and equit­ 
able m eans of providing the requisite 
revenue. 
The p«»opl«» <»f tlu* United 
States have already 
liberally 
con­ 
tributed from th eir treasury for tho 


lionefit nf the I »orto ttlcnn« T hey barí» 
i done it w ith 
a 
generous 
hand, as 
they n)>\.i\ ; do w hen m ercy requires 
it 
They arc willing to do more w h en 
occasion demand!*, but In w orking out 
Hu* Porto Rh-au problem it must not 
be understood Hint tlu* Port«» R icans 
ar** to be tiv a h sl as mendicants, a s 
«tero helpless w ards, alw ay s depend- 
< ;¡t upon tin* houltty an d tlu* ch arity 
< f the people 
o f the United States. 
3 b<*\ mus: bent* their full share of the 
bur«!« us <1 civil gov(»nmi!»nt according 
to tlicit* capacity, 
hi* that 
great o r 
mall, and there is every reason to bo- 
ti(*v«» that 
tlioy ar«* p«*rf«**lly read y 
and willing to do t his. 
3 Iu* second m ethod of supplying th e 
insular ttvasury, namely, by a loan, 
can not i>«• m ade effective until a n in­ 
sular governm ent is ensd isl upon th e 
i land, 
I util such a governm ent is 
e rea ted there will be no poxver to a u ­ 
thorize an isNiu» or sal«* of bonds to 
m«N*t the present urgent necessities. 
I iu* tldrd plan w hich hus i»eeu p ro-, 
p «sed Is im practicable for tlu* reason 
her»*t<*fotv I indented. 
T he im position 
«»I 
additional 
<I!rt**t 
taxes w ould 
am o un t 
practically 
to 
confiscation. 
Then then» Is w an tin g th«» necessary 
local m achinery to r devising a sej«*n- i 
title and just systiau of direct tax I 
at ion. 
i lie fourth plan wld«»h lias lH*«»n j>r«i 
l»os«*d is that wldcii for more than u 
»•entury luts b«*«*n Hu» most aeeeptald«* 
method in tin* I nited States, and thn* 
is tlirough the imposition o f 
tariff 
duties. 
'Fids is know n as the indirect 
method. 
This rewnui* is e«>ll«*»t<*l a t 
tin* «-ustom houses upon goods and 
coiiimo«Iiti«*s passing tlirough them . 
I will not pause to (*>nsid«*r tlu* ques- 
tIon as to w h eth er the e\port«*r «»r 
tiu» 
eotisitmer pays the 
tax. 
Tlie 
Dingiey law was enacted before tho 
Spanish American w ar, and lias b«*»n 
in full force sine«* then and is in force 
t o d a y with respect to im ports from 
i ’orto Rico. 
Tlie tiiities collected lin- 
<ler this law siuce tin* evacuation of 
tlu* Spanish forces on tlu* 15th of Oc­ 
tober, 
Iftl 18, to the 1st of Ja n u a ry , 
likHi, am ount to $2.«K 15,455.8.8. 
F m lcr 
a law recently enact«*! this sum lias 
been placed at flu* disjmsal of the 
prosiihmt, to be us«»d for tlu* govern- 
ni**n• 
now existing and wlilch m ay 
heri»nfter I*«* eatablislied in Porto Rico, 
ami for tlu* aid and relief of tlu 
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I>«*>- 
i'¡«rfher duth-s eoUt»«-«« »1 
placed a t the disposal of 
{»r«*sid«*nt in tin* m ann er as above. 
It 
luts I »«»«»ii ungenerously charged 
clsewlu»r«». f«»r p o lit' -n| purposes, th at 
th** am ount appropriated is to i»«> us«*<| 
iti Hu* paym ent of large salaries to 
unnecessary A m erican officials. 
T he 
charg e is s«*arc»*Iy w orth tlu* answ«»r. 
Flu* history of tlu* adm inistration of 
th e island is a sitnrj» repudiation of 
the charge. 
U nder Spanish rule there 
w ere tw e n ty ......... 
in tin* island 
d raw in g a salary of $ 1,000 a year. 
U nder the present adininistrtlon th ere 
are but tw o d raw in g this salary. 
Tin* 
.8jianish governor of th e island re- 
eelved a salary <*f $12,0b<) per year, 
w hich w as {»¡tid l»y the j»«*ople, 
(J«»n. 
Davis, the present m ilitary governor, 
is paid out of tlu» trea su ry <«f th e 
U nited States. 
O ther m ilitary ofthvrs 
emmg«sl 
in 
the 
adm inistration 
a re likewise paid out of the treasu ry 
<«f tiu* United States. 
Smnll duties 
have 
l»«»«*n 
imposed 
upon m any 
articles 
im ported 
into 
Porto Rico for tlu* benefit »»f tin* in­ 
su la r adm inistration. 
In order th a t 
tlu* necessities ,»f {¡ft, might be se­ 
cured ns cheaply 
ms 
posslbh». tlie 
president directed th a t tin* following, 
am o n g other nrtiel»*s. should, for tlie 
benefit of tlu* poor, b<> adm itted into 
tlu» island ft«*«»: 
Flour, rice. c«.dfish, 
l»«»rk. bacon, ftvsh I»<*«»f and m utton. 
It is obvious ¡it th e present tim e that 
flu» duty upon the existing stocks of 
su g a r 
and 
tobacco 
In 
Porto 
Rico 
w ill !»<» paid by the large planters and 
by the sug ar and tobacco trusts of 
th e United States; th a t th e burden will 
not in anyw ise fall upon the m ass of 
llu» people of Porto Rleo, 
T he statem ent lias lieen m ade th at 
tlu* existing duties have result«*! In 
tin* reduction of th e w ages of the 
laborers on the p lan tation s in Porto 
Klco. 
Such a statem ent has be«»n r«»- 
pcatedly made upon th e fioor of the 
senate. 
It is not supported, h o w w er, 
by tlu» testim ony !><*foiv tlu* com m ittee 
In charge of the ponding bill. 
T h e statem ent has b«**n frequently 
made 1 lint r u* duties w ere modified 
¡md imposed at the dictation of the 
su g a r and tobacco trusts. 
Those on 


Your Fortune $ 
Told 
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Good health means pood fortune. 
Bad health 
means bad fortune. 
Most of your ills are caused 
by kidney and bladder ailments. 
Such ailments 
nearly always prove fatal unless given prompt 
attention. 
Don’t spend money on high-priced 
doctor,*, but cure yourself by taking 
MORROW’S 
KID-NE-OIDS 
positively the greatest medical discovery of the age. 
They 
banish backache, all kidney and bladder troubles, and put new 
blood and new life into a diseased body. 
The effect of even 
one dose is magical. 
Mild cases are cured in a week. 
Use a 
box or two and your pain is at an end. 


^ 
• 
* 
» nivvpuaaui-s«, IUSS Of \ll 
, s, o r 1,0(1 >’ ° r bo th , ««tid s e d im e n t in the urine. 
, 
, 
KID-NE-OIDS are yellow tablets and come packed in \ 
neat wooden boxes, enough for about two xvetks’ treatment. V 
All drug stores sell them for f>0c a box, six boxes, $2.50. Vour 
druggist will tell you the truthful testimony of those who have X 
been cured by KID—NE—OIDS in your town. 
Morrow’s Eiverlax cures constipation, biliousness, costive- ¿) 
ness—they sell for 25c a box—at all drug stores. Mailed on ^ 
receipt of price. 
Manufactured by John Morrow 6c Co 
Chemists, Spriuafield, Ohio. 
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m ysterious infittirne«* 
em an a tin g rrom 
those tw o tru sts <iicfnti*l and ehang«*! 
tlu* policy from free su g a r and tobac­ 
co to n small d u ty upon them nr«» un- 
w o rth y of a m om ent's consideration. 
* 
• 
• 
• 
• 
* 
3 iter«* nr«* some 
in 
eongr«*ss well 
m eaning and patriotic, who say that 
tliis net is n »r only unconstitutional, 
but im moral; that it Is violative of the 
principles for which o u r forefathers 
contended, 
3’iie question before us Is quite dif- 
f«*r«*nt from the «me against which our 
forefath ers p tv te s’ed. 
T he proposed 
duties ar«» to meet a tem porary ex ­ 
igency and are not a part of the p<*rm- 
a n e n t policy of th e i'uit«*,{ 
Ftates. 
T h ere is not th<> slighf«»st difficulty In 
differentiating th e broad, liberal, un­ 
selfish purpose of the present bill from 
tlu* 
narrow 
an d 
sordid 
policy 
of 
Gt*org«* III. 
Those xvho will give a t ­ 
tentive consideration to (lie Ktihjoot 
will not Ik* misled by tl»«» assertions 
of «»nr friends on the opposite sid*» of 
tlu* cham ber, 
\V<* rest tin* justification o f tlu* pend­ 
ing itili upon r!»<> broad and »Implo 
proposition that it K th e du ty of oon- 
gr< ss to provide rv\ mue for the t**r- 
rit<»ry belougin 
it 
in 
a 
ju st and equità!»!«» manner. 
I ftet*«» is no i»ower sav«» and (*x<‘(*|)t 
congress which ran legislate for Porto 
Ri«*«». 
I* or t l « tiiij*» iK'ing tii«» congress 
sustains the relation t<» tlx* Island th at 
1 he legislatures sustain to tlx* several 
slate s and territorx's. 
It is t!x* dtttx' 
•»F congress to provide a governm ent 
for tlu» peopl«» at th«» <*ar!i(‘st «late prae- 
ti< abb*, s » th at tlu»y may adm inister 
their ow n dom estic affairs, but until 
then 
ami we tru st tlx* tim e m nv lie 
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ka and I’orto Rico. 
Alaska in wV»li- 
out organiz«*l governm ent. 
(Vragress 
imposes tax«*» in th at territo ry differ­ 
ent from those Imposed (»lscxvhere. and 
«•Rhopt any »*epr«»s»>nt»ltIon 
8lt*i11 ft 
b«* Rftbl th at the exercise o f the sam e 
pow er In Porto Rico as a met** tem por­ 
a ry exiM'dltion is violative of right 
and justice an d an Infraction of the 
constitution? 


the opposite side <»f the c h am b e r have 
frequently referred to flu* action of 
th e cotnmitt«** as having be«*n inspired 
by some mysterious, occult influence 
for an obvious p u rp o s e .. In xvhat w ay 
would they be Interested? 
3’hey can 
not be concerned certainly in the im­ 
position of duti«»s upon comnuKliti« s 
enterin g the island, for they neither 
ship su g a r nor tobacco nor any other 
conifimdity Into lt so fa r as we are 
advised. 
3’ln»r«»foH* wlu»ther a du ty 
Ik* Inqms«*] or not up »n such articles 
us «»titer the island is a matt«»r of no 
possible concern to them. The sugar 
trust, as we ¡ire a<lvis«*«l. is interested 
chiefly, if not exclusively, in tlie ro- 
fining 
of 
sugjir. 
3’lie 
suggestion, 
therefore, that the su g a r trust could 
have Inspired h duty on raw su g ar 
must originate w ith those who luix-*» 
entirely ttifscnne»»ived th e 1nt«*r«*sf v t 
the trust. 
It Ih Incoiicelvabb* that it 
w ould advocate the Imposition of a 
d u ty upon Its raxx* product, so as to 
Increase the price thereof 
to 
lts«»lf, 
unless xve attrib u te to It less sagacity 
th an It is supposed to p IKSCSK. 
W hat 
Is said x\ 1th respect to th e su gar trust 
npplh s w ith cqttal force to the tol aeco 
trust. 
i he money' c»»l!ectt*1 from the trusts 
ami Importers in New York has r«*- 
eently b«**n 
api»roprtat«*1 
l*v act of 
congress ami will. In a few days, b«* 
sent to Porto We», to be (»x|><»iid(*l in 
public works. In tlx* cause of educa­ 
tion and in granting relii*f to the poor 
people m p iirin g it. 
If this duty is 
not collected nn cquivoicnt 
am ount 
xxill in all probability havt» to »e paid 
directly out of th e treasury of the 
Unlt«*l States. 
It 
must 
Im» perfectly 
clear, therefore, th a t the statem ents 
m ade an d the insinuations indulged in 
by th e opposite sid«* of th e cham ber 
to th e effect that som e subtle an d 


Beware of Oiitmentj for Catarrh 
that Contain Mercury. 


As m ercu ry will surely d e stro y the» 
sense of sm ell und com pletely d e ra n g e 
the w hole system when en te rin g 
it- 
th ro u g h the m ucous su rfaces. 
Such 
arti«. Ies should never be used except- 
on p rescrip tio n s from re p u ta b le p h y ­ 
sicia n s, as the d am ag e they will do is- 
ten fold to the guo«l you c a n p o s s ib ly 
d eriv e from them H a ll’» C a ta r r h C u ra 
m an u fa c tu re d by F. J . ( honey «Sc C o . 
T oled o, O., c o n tain s no m ercu ry , ¡md 
is tak e n in te rn a lly , acting d irectly up­ 
on the M ood and m ucou« su rfaces of 
the system . 
In b uy ing H a il's C a ta r r h 
C a re be su re you jgel th e g en u in e, 
I 
to it. and to provide is tul:en in te rn a lly , and m ad e in T o l e ­ 
do. O h io, by P . J . Cheney & Co. 
Si nd fo r list of testim on ials. 
S o ld by D ru g g ists, 75c. 
H a l l ’s fam ily P ills are th e 
Try a •,( «.«»I 
r r 
A sk y o u r g ro c e r to d ay to show you 
a p a c k a g e of d i A I N - Q , the new food 
d rin k th a t ta k e s tho pluce of coffee. 
The c h ild ren m ay d rink it w ith ou t in­ 
ju ry us well as the a d u lt. 
A ll who 
, . 
. 
tr y it, like it. (>i l A I N - O h a s th a t rich 
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i, '■ " " ¡T 'A " T n 
i<l" rev’’t"« ! se"l l*rown o f Mocha- o r J a v a , b ut i t . 
¡ 7 If . h ‘. 
K m a d e from p u re g ra in a , and tho 
isianrt. 
it the eongr«»»» nr«»- 
* i »• 
, 
xvith all reasonable dispatch as 
d elicate stom ach receives it with- 
it Is doing, to erect an Insular gox'eru- ° ^ 
i the price of c»>ffee. 
ment, then» can he no ground for lm- C* ^ 1 
S o ld b y 
peaching its policy or purpose. 
It has aI1 K ™ cers. 
no desire to impose a n y tax burdens 
----------------------------- 
upon tlx* island or Rs | k*oj>1(> for a 
solitary day longer than 
is 
Im pera­ 
tively required. 
It desires to create 
an d clothe a governm ent w ith ad e­ 
q u a te powers, so th a t th e citizens o t 
th e Island may adopt 
and 
th e ir ow n revenue policy 
gross xvas disposed 
provision for an in 
o r w ould wholly refuse to provide 
on«», and then should insist upon the 
im position of ta.\«»s for th e su pp ort of n M a r ! 
cu$od by a p p ly in g it 
th e p«*»{»Ie, there m ight bo good ground Kv’e ry b o ttle w arran ted . 
Pi ice, 25 a n d 
for questioning its purpose «>r its xvis- 50 cents. (I. \V. M ilhous, d r a g g K t . j'l 


of tlu 
e«**ls 


If tro u b le d with rheu m atism , 
g iv e ' 
C h a m b e rla in ’s P a in B alm a tr ia l. 
T. 
will n o t c o st y o u a c«?nt if it does ix* 
g o o d . 
One app licatio n 
will r« .iex cs 
execute the p a in . 
I t also cu res s p r a in s au«l 
jiollcy. 
If the eon* bru ises in o ne-third the tim e requir- 1 
to delay m aking by any o th e r treatm ent. 
C u ts, h» n -. 
iisular ffoviwmnent t 
.« •. 
• 
. 
refuse to nrovi.b» 
q u m se y , p a m s in tho side 
and chest, g la n d u la r and *)ther swell* 


dom. 
T H E CONSTITUTION. 
AN «» a re so fam iliar xxdth the constitu­ 
tion an d have s«» long enjoyed Its 
blessings that m any of o u r friends are 
u nab le to s«»e a n y reason w hy it should 
not he forth w ith extend«*! to Porto 
Rleo. If It Is not nlr»ndy there. 
As­ 
sum ing that tlx* constitution <io«*s not 
e x te n d hit«» new ly-ncquired territory 
ex proprio vigore. Is it now wise th a t 
it shouhl 
b<* fort It xv it 1» extended to 
P orto Rico? 
if the sy stem is with* 


Our Cure fir Dyspepsia. 


Is not a c u re-all, but will c u re sto m ­ 
ach tro u b le s of recent o r lo n g sta n d ­ 
ing. cau sed by to o much acid 
in tho 
stom ach. 
S h in k le ’s C ure is a n e u tr a l­ 
ize»' an d will positively c u re the ab o v e, 
tro u b les. 
F o r sale by W . F . Peter. 


Du«« »5« tf<-«agr«t> With Y«»«,7 


if not, d rin k G ra in - 0 —m a d e from» 
, 
. 
p u re g ra in s. A lady writes: “ T he first, 
held for tlx» pres«»ut xve can extend It lime I m ade G rain -O I dnl n o t like it 
later, 
xxhenever, 
nn der 
the 
eduea- t 
tion.nl processes now hclng Inaugurat- 
n 
for ^ w e e k n o th in g 
«»«1 in th«* island, the people are <)ua!i 
' ° 
ln<1,5ce 
l() tfo b ack to coffee.” 
fi«*l to enjoy this am ong tlu* greatest 
* n °uri>h«»s and feeds the system . T ho 
o f all th e prlx'ileg«»» eonferr«*! bv the! 
d rin k it freely with g r e a t, 
constitution. 
1 g ra n t th at xv«» should 
Ik* quick to extend th e full operation 
of th a t im m ortal instrum ent when. In 
th e evolution of th e P orto Ricans, 
th e y are fitted to enjoy Its provisions. 
F rom these observations it will ftp- 
p ear th a t w h eth er or not the constItu- 
tlon should b«> extended to Porto Rico 
is a problem of grave and practical 
m om ent, and the «ptestion should re 
oelve the m ost careful a n d profound 
consideration. 
T h e re is no eaaeutUU <liffor«*no«> In the 
m a n n e r lu which congress tr«3»t8 Ah)«* 


benefit. 
It is the stre n g th en in g sub- 
stu"«*c of p u re g ra in s . 
(let a p a c k a g e 
to d ay from y o u r grocer, follow the di- 
rection s in making Hand y ou w ill h av e 
a deliciou s and healthful tab le beaxer-. 
age for old and you ng . 
I5c and 25c. 


( o u g h s and colds, down to the very 
b o rd er!a n d of c on su m p tion , yield to 
11o 11 1 1 »i i j i.enling lufiuonoet of D r. 
W o o d ’s N orw ay P in e S y ru p . 
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